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planting concept

The plantings for the MCTC commons design are based on
the following conceptual and organizational intentions:

1. Provide a diverse pallette of plants within the site. Use
native plants species as much as possible.

2. Arrange plants ornamentally to complement the site
architecture, its role as a campus environment, and its
urban context.

3. Use plant structure to reinforce site circulation and limit
development of cut through paths.

4. Place trees to create green masses that direct views and
complement the scale of the surrounding buildings.

These intentional planting concepts will create a campus
landscape that has a strong pallette of native grasses,
shrubs, and trees. These plants will be arranged in layers
designed to reflect the urban context within which this
landscape is located. This is a transition space from the
flowing green space of Loring Park to the paved geometry
of the Hennepin Avenue corridor.

The plants are thus arranged in small masses shaped

to mimic and reinforce the site circulation and the
surrounding architecture. These small plant masses create
a tapestry of native plant textures and allow students to
see individual species growth cycles and plant structure.
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A. lawn sod
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. prairi dropseed

MCTC Plaza Renovation ornamental grass plantings
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H. sedum
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MCTC Plaza Renovation shrub plantings
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N. swamp white oak

M. aspens
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0. suga maple
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tree plantings
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